Koenigstcin Fortress

Site of European Democratic Historg

A Tour of the Fortress in 1795

A tour of the
'Prison of the First Democrats’
with your mobile Phone

You are visiting the ruins of a historical fortress from the
17t?1 and 18th centuries. The remains of the buiHings to-
dag are what is left of the buildings and fortifications from
1796, which were alrcadg old’ at that time and date from
the 12th to i]th centuries. This means that the ruins of the
fortress contain the remains of a Renaissance Palacc and
a medieval castle.

The ruins of the fortress todag are divided into three
levels:

The lower 1evel, which you enter First, was created by land-
fills in the 16th century and also includes the 'new half
bastion' from the i7ti'| century. This complcbed the ex-
Pansion of the Koenigstein Fortress.

The middle level COI’!’TPI"fSCS the 'Paradc grounds' from the
15th century and the 'new whole bastion’ from the 17th cen-
tury.

The u per level includes the roundels and the ‘palace’
from the 16th ccnturﬂ and the remains of the medieval
castle from the 12th to 16th century.

In1796, parts of the fortress werc%lown up and torn down
dun‘ng tic Fo”owing ears. Demolition work was stoDPcd
around 1840. Since t?‘xcn, the ruins have not ciﬁangcd much.

Recommendations / further information:
www.koenigstein-festung.de

Visit the City and Castle Museum Koenigstein
(KugelhermstraBe | / 'Historical town hall')
www.koenigstein-museum.de

Visit the Spa and City Information
(Hauptstralle |3a)
www.koenigstein.de
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The Tour on t|‘16 Internet

There is good internet reccption on the fortress. You will
therefore find a German-version tour of the fortress in
179% on the Internet at:

Larger on the title page

With a total of 67 positions, we gui&c you throu g;h the for-
tress such as it looked in the yearl795. - All Positions are
marked on the plan of the fortress ruins, in order to facili-
tate orientation. - For comParison, ou will also find a
Hoor Pfan of the fortress of 1795 in a—nc same scale.

The Year 1795 and the Fortress

On Septe mber 21, 1795, the Po[itica! Prison at Kt‘)nig{;stcin
Fortress was closcd, and the last prisoners were released
from the 'Prison of the first democrats'.

Since Aprﬂ 8,179%, more than 250 Political Prisoncrs were
imPrisoned here for varging lengths of time. Most of them
had Partic:i ated in an eHort to build to a dcmocrac:g in
the 'Mainz Eepubh’c', based on the French model (see
www.(‘!cmo‘(ra’cfegesci']ichten.de/dic~mainzer~republik)A
The proclamation of the ‘Mainz chu blic'is todag regar-
ded as the birth of our democratic history. Also, it was
the on|5| foundation of a democratic repu lic modelled on
the French Revolution on German soil and is thus a Placc
of Europcan democratic l'listorgA

The Mainz Repubhc: existed from November 1792 to Jul}j
1793, created com !ctc|g under the influence of a French
occupation It claimed civil rights on the model of the
Constitution of the French chubi ic for the PcoPIc of its
territory, which was 50|c!5| Protcctc& b}j the French revo-
|utionar9 army a inst the German troops and the former
sovereign, the Elector of Mainz. The Mainz chublic de-
nied that her inhabitants continued to be subjects of the
Elector of Mainz. This Proc.lamation of the claim to the
abolition of all Privi|cgcs and Prcrogativcs of the nobilitg
and the rejection of governments without elections was
rcvo|utionarg‘ The Kocnigstcin Fortress was the la rgest
Prison for the arrested Democrats after the failure of the
Repubhc.



Dig'tal reconstructions

of 1795

Imagcsz

1 - View of the 'New Mee-
ting-Foint for 5oic|ier5';
9 - 'Main Sentry’;

13 - View of the draw bridgc;
22 - View of the 'Parade grouncis';
The imagcs show a section of the
guide on the internet. All i:igures are
Positioning Points of the internet guicic,

The Ruins of the
Koenigstei n Fortress toc:iag




The Koenigstein Fortress
1795
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Dig'taf reconstruction:
The fortress 1795 seen
from the west.




Guided tour
for avid readers:

~ Gu ided tour
for avid readers:

There are places on this fortress (A-Q),
P )
events in connection with the

where :‘»Pcci;a
‘Prison of the First Democrats' took Plac.c:
You will find first-hand information throug}w con-
temporary Iitcrar_q sources and ncw:sp;apér reports.
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Di g,ita{ reconstruction of 1795:

67 - View from the ‘Great Ga”crg‘ to the ‘Parade grouncls‘;
35 - View of the east facade of the cast|e; 22 - View of the
‘Parade grouncis'; 36 - View into the 'Inner courtyard';

27 - View of the castle garc|cn.
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